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Explain away your bad shots—and have your friends laugh at the same time!In Golf's Best
Excuses, author Joshua Shifrin takes a witty approach in helping golfers make sense of their
worst days on the golf course. The next time a player goes down in defeat, he or she can always
explain the woeful round with “My golf clubs are too old.” Or after a bad putt, golfers might try to
explain the mishap with, “There were too many spike marks on the green.”Shifrin has crafted 150
funny—but all-too-real—excuses for pros and amateurs alike. Examples include:I’m late for my
wedding and it’s throwing off my concentration.I thought this hole was a dogleg to the left . . . not
right.If I didn’t have those four double bogeys I could have scored really well today.Someone
yelled “fore” during my backswing.Any many more!Whether you want to motivate the duffer in
your life or laugh away embarrassing mistakes in your own game, Golf's Best Excuses is a must-
read. Complete with laugh-out-loud full-color cartoons, this book makes for the perfect gift. 
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Gary PlayerThe harder you practice, the luckier you get. Golf is a puzzle without an answer. I
cannot fix a hook that you slice. These are just a few of my favorite quips when I joke around with
friends and clients alike on the course.Indeed, golf is not for the faint of heart. It’s a game that a
child can master, but an adult can find extremely difficult even with an entire lifetime of practice.
The possibilities for such a passion are plentiful and can lead to joy or internal agony.The
passion for golf manifests differently in each individual. You need not be a devoted athlete.
Although, in my case, athleticism has helped me play this game for more than seventy years. So,
because I have played thousands of rounds with professionals and amateurs, it comes as no
surprise that I have heard thousands of excuses. Maybe more than anyone who has ever played
this game. It’s not a game of inches, but millimeters. You might get quite a shock when you
realize that being off by just a fraction can cause your ball to hook or slice.The margin of error is
what separates golf from other sports. How amazing is it that we as players try to accomplish the
seemingly impossible task of making a tiny ball go into a little hole from hundreds of yards away?
I am still trying to figure out the best way to play the game. But the important thing is to have a
passion and to make sure it’s one without time limitations attached to it.The excuses we make
are just that: excuses. You know you can do better. And as an avid golfer, you certainly have
practiced enough to be a scratch player, right? Not so fast. It was not until I turned seventy that
the secret to the swing I learned from Ben Hogan truly made sense. So it is quite comical to think
about the excuses I made when I hit a bad shot, especially when I first discovered the game. I
simply didn’t know how to swing properly for the majority of my life! Now, you may beg to differ
when you think about the eighteen Major Championships on the Regular and Senior Tour I won. I
feel it could have been twice as many if I’d fully understood the golf swing like Hogan did.Even
with the trials and tribulations of attempting to perfect your swing, golf rewards you with the
healthful side effects of long walks, fresh air, and, sometimes, good company.Ask yourself the
question, Why do I play golf? An enthusiastic player will find every excuse in the book to get out
on the links and have some fun.But the game of golf provides us with a never-ending stream of



challenges to our honor and dignity. My point here is that golf is, of course, only a game. But it is
a game that loves you back. Even with all the excuses, I know of no man, woman, or child who
ever felt that the game somehow let them down.So no more excuses; just enjoy this great
game.Black Knight ArchivesIntroductionIlove golf! I love everything about it. From the
anticipation of my weekend round, to a pint or two in the nineteenth hole, and everything in
between. I love the scenic beauty, the feeling of stepping into the tee box of the first hole on a
crisp, clear morning. Gripping and ripping a driver on a long par five. Watching a long putt with a
huge break creep up and gently drop into the hole . . . it’s just paradise. There is truly nothing I
would rather do than spend a few hours on a beautiful course with a few of my best comrades
tackling one of sports’ greatest challenges. And when all goes according to plan, and I walk off
the eighteenth green with a score in the 70s, it’s a feeling of total eureka!But what happens when
the unthinkable occurs? You’ve got it all figured out. Just keep your left arm straight. Keep your
head still on the putt. Widen your stance just a bit. These small changes in your game will surely
lead to the best round of your life. And then it all falls apart. You start to hook your drives like a
Saturday night call girl. Your irons are leaving divots in the fairway that resemble the potholes in
New York City. You couldn’t sink a three-foot putt if your life depended on it.It doesn’t matter if
you’re a Grand Slam champion or a weekend hacker. It won’t help even if you’re a scratch golfer
or the most athletic of your friends. Eventually, this great game that we all love so much, dream
about at night, crave when we’re at work, and can’t get enough of when we’re playing well, will
inevitably take your “A” game and turn it to rubbish. This most sensuous of paramours will grab
you by the throat, shake you like a baby with a rattle, and tear your heart out. And the worst part
about it is your game always seems to fully fall apart just when we think we have it mastered.
How bitterly cruel.So what is one to do? Like any true addict in the throes of one’s dependence,
admitting that he or she has a problem, or even worse, making the decision to quit, is simply out
of the question.Well, despair no longer. In Golf’s Best Excuses, you can explain away your pitiful
play. With these hilarious, tried and true excuses, you can let anyone who will listen know why
your seemingly miserable performance isn’t actually due to your ineptitude as a golfer, but
instead a mere result of forces that are truly out of your control.So if you’re having a bad day and
you’ve hit your third straight shot into a hazard, or put that snowman onto your scorecard, feel
free to use one, or more, of the multitude of excuses in this book to restore order to your world of
chaos.So I say to you, dear friend, the next time your game goes straight down the tubes, don’t
despair. Simply turn to Golf’s Best Excuses, and you’ll laugh your way right back to one of the
most worthwhile of endeavors . . . another round of golf!Best Professional ExcusesWhen I was
just a young pup with a small set of plastic golf clubs and big dreams of stardom, my parents
used to tell me, “If you want to be the best, you need to learn from the best.” Thus, I guess it goes
without saying that if you’re looking for some tried and true golf excuses, a good place to start
would be with the professionals. So without further ado, here are some of my favorites from the
PGA:“I made the putt. It just didn’t go in.”—Tom Kite explaining why his putt narrowly missed its
intended destination on the final hole at the Masters.“I don’t want to make excuses, but I did



have cancer.”—Paul Azinger was noted for using this excuse in a humorous fashion after
successfully defeating lymphoma.And what is one to do if your justification doesn’t fully make its
point? You can always follow the great Tiger Woods’s example by simply repeating the same
excuse over and over again. Not sure what I mean . . . well, take a look at the following:“Again, I
left a lot of putts short out there. The greens were a little bit slow and I tried to put some more hit
in my stroke, but putts were dying off the front of the lip.”—Tiger Woods at the 2012 British
Open“I just couldn’t believe how slow these greens were . . . They’re slower than the (practice)
putting green . . . struggled getting the balls to the hole.”—Tiger Woods at the 2012 PGA“I just
thought the greens were so slow. Yesterday they were so quick and dried out and today they
were so much slower. From the first eight holes I think I left every putt short. I had a hard time
getting the speed and being committed to hitting the putts that hard.”—Tiger Woods at the 2013
Masters“I struggled with the speed all week. These greens are grainy. It’s one of the older bent
grasses, creeping bent. So it’s a little bit grainy. I struggled with the speed, especially right
around the hole.”—Tiger Woods at the 2013 US Open“I had a hard time adjusting to the speeds.
They (the greens) were much slower, much softer. I don’t think I got too many putts to the hole
today.”—Tiger Woods at the 2013 British OpenThat’s right, in five straight majors Tiger explained
his futility by blaming the speed of the greens. I say that if it can work for one of the greatest
golfers of all time, it can surely work for you and me.Excuses for the Rest of UsIf you weren’t duly
inspired by the best our sport has to offer, why not try one or more of these excuses on for
size . . . it just might do the trick.“I thought that was a six iron, not a nine.”This is a perfect excuse
to use the next time your shot comes up short of its mark. But you’re going to need to sell it. The
first thing you’re going to want to do is to start rubbing your eyes. You may want to let your
compatriots know that you just lost a contact lens. Complain about seeing spots and your depth
perception. And if that doesn’t work, and you’re getting desperate, try letting anyone who will
listen know that your ophthalmologist has been on an extended vacation and you simply
reversed the numbers. And of course you’ll want to finish up by stating, “I really hit that one flush,
I can’t believe I confused my clubs again.”“The grips on my clubs are worn.”If you want this
excuse to work, you might have to go to an extreme . . . but be careful, or someone could get
seriously hurt. You’re slicing your drive like a master butcher with a beautiful piece of meat. You
can’t hit your irons, and you’re putting like it’s your first time on a green. You’re on the back nine,
and there is no salvaging your round. Look for the perfect opportunity when no one is in the way,
line up your tee shot, take a big backswing, and let your club fly about 50 yards down the fairway.
That will surely get everyone’s attention. Then spring it on them . . . “I had a feeling that was
going to happen. I’ve barely been able to hold on to my clubs all round. I really need to get them
re-gripped.”“I thought this cross-handed putting grip would have helped.”You’ve surely heard of
the classic quip about how to score in golf: “Drive for show, putt for dough.” Slamming a big drive
off the tee gets lots of oohs and aahs, but that 250-yard monster doesn’t count any more than a
one-foot putt. And when it comes to actual scoring, the challenge of stroking that 1.68-inch-wide
ball into a 4.25-inch hole has driven many a hacker to distraction. There are several approaches



to improving your putting, including endlessly shopping for the perfect putter; looking at the hole,
not the ball; working on tempo; using a croquet stroke (illegal), mental health counseling; and
changing your grip. So in desperation, you have gone to a cross-handed grip in which your left
hand is lower than your right (assuming you’re right-handed). You’ve tried it with great success
on a practice green, and now you’re being tested by a simple three-footer on the eighteenth
hole, with the match on the line. While your opponents are watching, make sure to tell them this
is the first time you’ve used this new grip. (I won’t tell if you’ve been using it for weeks). You apply
the cross-handed grip, line up the putt, adjust your stance, take a calming breath, and execute a
super smooth stroke . . . I won’t keep you in suspense. You blow it. Your ball ends up sitting on
the edge of the hole, your subsequent tap-in costs you another full stroke, and there goes the
match. So what do you do now? Simple. Hang your head like countless thousands of other
golfers have done, curse under your breath, and mutter, “Damn! Same old, same old. I was sure
my new cross-handed grip would have made a difference this time.”“These greens are faster/
slower than normal.”Your putting is atrocious. You three- and four-putt on a regular basis. You’ve
got little to no feeling in your hands, and the notion of “touch” on the green is like Greek to you.
Not to worry. The next time your putt doesn’t end up anywhere near the hole, take a few practice
swings. Then use your acting skills from your high school play to good use and put a knowing
look on your face. And if you really want to push it, take a long practice putt and then look at your
watch as if timing the velocity. Then try telling your fellow golfers, “The speeds on these greens
are completely different than what I’m used to. I’m normally a terrific putter.”“I’ve got a bad
back.”This excuse is pure gold because many golfers have legitimate back problems. And every
golfer knows that if your back is bothering you, it’s almost impossible to play well. However, to
use this excuse to its fullest, start showing symptoms early in your round. Groan loudly when you
pick up your tee. Get down on one knee when you bend down to pick up your ball. Make sure to
engage in stretching exercises whenever anyone is watching. And at the end of the round try
uttering, “I guess it’s true what they say, it really kills your game when you’ve got a bad back.”
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SheldonS, “Good Humor and Interesting Trivia. Many of us will have heard quite a few of these
on the course. Still it is good for some chuckles and ideas for some crazy excuses. Scattered
throughout this book are little bits of golf trivia that I really enjoyed.”

Pittsburgh, “Great Gift. Lighthearted and humorous, a perfect gift for any golfer, no matter what
level they play. The stories are funny, as are the professionally crafted cartoons. You'll laugh out
loud :)”

Joanne, “Great gift for any golfer!. This is a perfect gift for any golf lover out there! Shifrin has a
knack for finding the best content for his books! ( I bought his tennis book too!)Bottom line is, if
you play golf or know someone who does, you need this book!!”

Susan E. Snyder, “Gift went well. Sent as a gift my nephew liked this very much.”

Stacey, “Gift. Giving this as a gift for Father's Day so cannot comment as yet.”

Dennis J. Bray, “Great Gift for Golfers. Funny golf related humor.”

Adam Broder, “Best golf book ever!. I loved this book. It’s the fourth book by Joshua Shifrin I
have purchased and my favorite one so far. I am a huge golf fan and am going to buy one of
these for all of my golf partners.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Clearly written by a golfer who's familiar with the excuses!. Small-size, but
hard cover, book a golfer can tuck into her tote or golf bag to have excuses at the ready! Add
even more merriment to a merry and healthy sport/game of combat and rivalry.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Great excuses, funny. I thought my husband wrote the book on golf
excuses...but yay, there are some he missed. Super funny and entertaining. English version fine
for a non-native speaker because the book speaks the language of golf!”

The book by Joshua G  Shifrin has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 134 people have provided feedback.
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